specialized field, but also to those others who wish to keep abreast of fundamental research into the cancer problem. The editors are to be congratulated on having brought together the separate chapters to form a well-balanced and clearly written monograph. N This short and readable booklet covers aspects of platelet storage and transfusion likely to interest the clinician and the haematologist. It contains papers presented at a symposium held in July 1978,and has to compete with a very much more substantial publication ofa symposium on platelet infusion (The Blood Platelet in Transfusion Therapy. Progress in Clinical and Biological Research, vol 28. Alan R Liss, New York). Its style is very much that of the verbatim transcript. However, the sometimes irrelevant but often highly illuminating or entertaining discussions that usually are included in a published symposium, and which surely must have taken place at this gathering, are not included.
One can only regard 'Platelet Transfusion' as an introductory text to be followed by far deeper reading into this complex and developing therapeutic modality. As an introductory text, it serves very well. As it is inexpensive, most haematology departments and blood banks would wish to own a copy.
EGO TUDDENHAM

Senior Lecturer in Haematology Royal Free Hospital, London
The Beta-Iactam Antibiotics: penicillins and cephalosporins in perspective Sydney Selwyn pp 364 £8.95 London: Hodder & Stoughton 1980
The availability in recent years of numerous semisynthetic penicillins and cephalosporins has led to confusion in the minds of those prescribing them and those responsible for predicting which might be most beneficial for particular patients. This account of the origins of these drugs and of their properties will be of interest to many. There is an extensive bibliography, invaluable to
